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Message One

T

is no more fascinating subject in the study of God's W ord
than that of Prophecy, especially as it relates to the second
coming of the Lord Jesus. In the years of my ministry, not only has
the prophetic Word of God been a source of blessing to me, but I
have been immeasureably helped as has every minister, by the writ
ings of great men like Pusey, Talbot, Riley, Harrison, Gabelein,
Pettingill, Ironside and a host of new men like Dr. Feinberg, Stan
ton and Hull. To begin this series of addresses, we will want to
go to the pages of the Old Testament in order to comprehend fully
God's prophetic program for His chosen people, Israel. There should
not be one person who is not intensely interested in the future of God's
earthly people, the Jew. Certainly you and I, who love the Lord Jesus
Christ, have every reason to love the Jew, because they are the
"apple of God's eye."
Naturally, to find the very initiation of God's plan for Israel, we
must go to the book of beginnings found in the book of Genesis. Here
w·e find the words, " Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's
house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will make of thee a
great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and
thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and
curse them that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the
earth be blessed" (Genesis 12:1-3).
In these verses we read of God's seven-fold promise to Abraham.
The fulfillment of these promises were contingent upon Abraham's
being obedient to the command of the Lord that he should come out
from his country and go to a land which God would show unto him.
The prophetic fulfillment of this seven-fold promise was focused in
the last clause of these verses: "in thee shall all the families of the
earth be blessed." The Apostle Paul clearly points this out, "And the
scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith,
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all
nations be blessed. So then they which be of faith are blessed with
faithful Abraham" (Galatians 3: 8, 9).
These two portions of Scripture, Old and New Testaments together.,
teach the prophetic fulfillment, not only in the Lord Jesus Christ and
in the so-called wonderful New Testament body of Christ, but also
in the defeat of the archenemy of God, Satan himself. Both the
former and latter fulfillments are prophesied by God in Genesis 3: 15,
"And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise
his heel." Satan bruised the heel of Jesus Christ in the crucifixion, but
by His very death on Calvary's Cross, Christ will ultimately accomHERE
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plish the defeat of the devil as prophesied in the Word, "He shall
bruise thy head ."
Abraham immediately obeyed the Lord. He came into the land
of Canaan that flowed with "milk and honey." But, because there was
a grievous famine at that particular time in the land of Palestine,
Abraham took the members of his family and went down into the
land of Egypt. Since God had called Abraham to the land of Canaan,
He was quite able to supply his every need . But, like us today, instead
of trusting the Lord, Abraham depended upon an idolatrous country
in order to support both himself and his family . He soon failed
miserably! At last, he was driven out of the land of Egypt, not by the
Lord, but by the idolaters of the land of Egypt. What humiliation
for Abraham! He needed this, however, in his own discipline of life.
As soon as one decides to surrender to the Lord, he always begins
to have trouble; the devil immediately sees to it that difficulties come.
Abraham's case was no exception. Just as soon as he had worshipped
the Lord at Bethel, trouble arose between the herdsmen of Abraham's
cattle and the herdsmen of Lot's. Abraham gave his nephew the choice
of the land. Lot's decision was a very selfish one; it brought to him
and to the members of his family nothing but disaster. Then the Lord
spoke to Abraham, " Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place
where thou art northward and southward, and eastward, and west
ward: For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and
to thy seed forever" ( Genesis 13: 14, 15) .
Many people have criticized and ridiculed the idea of a land
given by God to the Jewish people. They have said that it would never
be large enough to hold the number in the world today. The criticism
has no value however for God confirmed the covenant with Abraham
saying, "Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt
unto the great river, the river Euphrates" (Genesis 15: 18) . Some Bible
teachers have stated that the river of Egypt referred to here is not the
river Nile but rather a little river below Gaza called "the brook of
Egypt. " In the face of all of the evidence of the Word of God, such
an argument is not valid.
The phrase used 19 times in the Bible, " From Dan to Beersheba"
describes the extent of the land ; it was really used as a synonym for
these dimensions . David and Solomon pushed their conquest up to
the border of the great Asian river, but they held these territories for
only a short while. In Ezekiel 48: 13-21 we see that the promised
land, given to Abraham for his own people Israel, is to extend far
beyond the boundaries ever as yet possessed by Israel. The southwest
boundary is the river of Egypt, the Nile river. On the southeast
boundary is the river Euphrates where it empties itself into the
Persian Gulf. This is a distance of 1100 to 1300 miles. The western
boundary is the M editerranean sea ; the river Euphrates is the eastern
boundary. We are told that the length of the land from north to south
3

is about 600 miles. This makes the promised land about 300,000 square
miles of area. It could be compared with the fact that it is 12½ times
as large as Great Britain and Ireland put together. You see, the prom
ised land is not merely a little strip of territory bordering on the
Mediterranean Sea which is now occupied by Israel. That portion of
land is only about 12,000 square miles. This area, promised to Abra
ham, however, is about 25 times the size of the present State of Israel.
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great area, from the Nile to the river Euphrates, has been
given by God to the Jewish people as an inalienable possession
for His own earthly people. Israel has not yet completely possessed
the land so this fulfillment must still be in a future day. Some may
ask, "Do we really know that this great land was given to the
Jewish people?" This question may be answered by referring to the
covenant which God made with Abraham and with the nation of
which he was to be the father. "And Abram fell on his face: and God
talked with him, saying, As for me, behold, my covenant is with
thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. Neither shall thy
name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for
a father of many nations have I made thee. And I will make thee
exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall
come out of thee. And I will establish my covenant between me and
thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting
covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. And I
will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou
art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession;
and I will be their God" ( Genesis 17: 3-8). In this portion of Scripture,
we see the covenant between God and Abraham as well as with the
descendents of Abraham. Secondly, it was given to them for an
everlasting possession. This is their unmistakably clear title.
HIS

them; on account of His promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; in
order that other nations might receive the light of God's deep and
wonderful truth. Israel was chosen to be a representative people for
God in a world which was hostile to the truth. God gave them many
promises of blessing in return for their obedience to His wonderful
will.
At the same time H e gave them many warnings. In Deuteronomy
28 we read a special list of bl essings which w ere definitely fulfilled
in the national life of Israel. This was up until the time they reached
the zenith of power in the reign of King Solomon. After this time
they began to decline through sin. This degradation of the nation
ended in the captivity of the people of Israel. Samaria, which was the
capital of the nation of Israel in the north, was taken into captivity
about the year 722 B.C. Judah was taken into captivity about the year
605 B.C. But Jerusalem, the capital of Judah, was not completely
destroyed until 586 B.C. by King Nebuchadnezzar ruler of the
Babylonian empire . The last destruction of Jerusalem was about the
year A.D. 70 when Titus the Roman devastated and desolated the
land of promise, particularly the city of Jerusalem.
But God has not forgotten His covenant with His own earthly
people. It might be well to ask why the nation was called by the
name, " Children of Israel" instead of, "Children of Abraham." The
Word of God very clearly affirms that the covenant blessings promised
to Abraham and to his seed were now passed on to Isaac. Isaac " went
up from thence to Beersheba. And the Lord appeared unto him the
same night, and said, I am the God of Abraham thy father: fear
not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for
my servant Abraham's sake" (Genesis 26:23, 24).

Now, apart from the fact that God was rewarding Abraham for
his faith, He also had a special reason for choosing this people in
preference to any other race. The reason is given us clearly in the
Word of God. " For thou art a holy people unto the Lord thy God."
"The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people Himself,
above all people that are upon the face of the earth." "The Lord did
not set his love upon you, nor choose you because you were more in
number than any other people, for ye were the fewest of all people.
But because the Lord loved you, and because He would keep the oath
which He had sworn unto your fathers, that the Lord brought you
out with a mighty hand and redeemed you out of the house of
bondage." The people of Israel were chosen because of God's love for

Isaac had two sons, Esau and Jacob. However, God 's covenant bless
ings were narrowed down to Jacob. The reason was that Esau, the
first-born of Isaac and Rebekah, when he was 40 years of age, married
Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Bashemath, the daughter
of Elon the Hittite. This action of Esau, together with other activities
of this man , was not only a grief of mind to his own parents Rebekah
and Isaac, but also it was dishonoring to the Lord . It was contrary to
God's covenant for Israelites to marry women belonging to outside
heathen nations. Esau had greatly sinned by ignoring the conditions
which the covenant with God had demanded. Now because of Esau's
failure to keep God's covenant, God had chosen Jacob. "And Isaac
called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said unto him,
Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. Arise, go to
Padan-aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father; and take
thee a wife from thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's
brother. And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and
multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of people; And give
thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with thee; that
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thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou art a stranger, which God
gave unto Abraham. And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went to
Padan-aram unto Laban, son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of
Rebekah, Jacob's and Esau's mother" (Genesis 28: 1-5).
What was Jacob's reward for following this command? "And Jacob
went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran. And he lighted
upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun
was set; and he took of stones of that place, and put them for his
pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and
behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to
heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and desending on it.
And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God of
Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou
liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; And thy seed shall be as
the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and
to the east and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy
seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, I am
with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and
will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until
I have done that which I have spoken to thee of" (Genesis 28: 10-15).
These verses reveal to us that God promised to Jacob a special bless
ing which He had confirmed by covenant with Abraham and with
Isaac.
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blessings God gave to the children of Israel by the covenant
made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob included the title to the
land of promise. Many other interesting Bible verses prove conclu
sively that God's chosen people were to be from the seed of Isaac,
the one son of Abraham by faith; and to be continued further to the
seed of Jacob . We read of God's visitation to Jacob near the brook
Jabbok, "Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for
as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast
prevailed" (Genesis 32: 28). " Jacob" is the Hebrew word for "sup
planter," and Israel means, "prince with God." Jacob had desired
the special blessing of the Lord. He had tried to gain it by trickery
until he came to see that God already had promised it to the seed of
Abraham. Since this blessing was to be his anyway, he should have
left it to God to bring it about. Therefore, the blessing came to him,
not because he tried to deceive and take the place of his brother, but
in spite of it. God's changing of his name from Jacob to Israel meant
that Jacob had changed character before the Lord. He was no more
HE
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"supplanter" of his brother but was in a covenant relationship with
the Lord.
After this particular episode in the life of Jacob, God confirmed
his special covenant with Jacob as the Bible reveals, "And God
appeared unto Jacob again, when he came out of Padan-aram, and
blessed him. And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name
shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and
he called his name Israel. And God said unto him, I am God Almighty:
be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be
of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins; And the land which
I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed
after thee will I give the land. And God went up from him in the
place where he talked with him. And Jacob set up a pillar in the place
where he talked with him, even a pillar of stone: and he poured a
drink offering thereon, and he poured oil thereon. And Jacob called
the name of the place where God spake with him, Beth-el" (Genesis
35:9-15).
God does not eliminate any of the children of Jacob from the bless
ing to be received. He accepts all of the sons of Jacob (now called
Israel) and their seed to be His chosen people. A remarkable proph
ecy is found in Genesis 50:24, 25: "And Joseph said unto his brethren, I
die; and God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land
unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.
And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will
surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence." Here,
the names are used in connection with a tremendous prophecy . The
children were clown in the land of Egypt; Joseph, their brother,
was dying. However, before Joseph died, he prophesied of their re
markable deliverance from the land of Egypt. This name, "children
of Israel" was used significantly to describe a people in whom and
through whom the remarkable prophecies of promise definitely were
to be fulfilled.
The name signifies the covenant relationship with the wonderful
covenant-keeping God. The Lord made great promises of blessing to
Israel as a reward for their faithfulness. At the same time, He also
gave Israel some solemn warnings, to the effect that judgment would
come upon them if they proved to be unfaithful unto Him. We know
that in spite of these warnings Israel did prove unfaithful. We have
abundant evidence of God's long-suffering and patience with the
people of Israel. The book of Judges records a constant repetition of
sin, punishment, repentance and forgiveness which was typical of
Israel's life throughout all of their history. Their rebellion culminated
in the crucifixion of their Messiah. The One, for whose coming they
had waited centuries, was slain instead of given place to· reign. I am
not inferring that the people of Israel were worse sinners than anyone
else. We have already seen they were a holy people unto God. Because
7

of their unique position on the earth, God had to deal with them in a
very special way.
There are numbers of prophecies in the Word of God concerning
what was to hnppen to apostate Israel, " And it shall come to pass, if
thou shalt henrken diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to
observe and to do all his commandments which I command th ee this
day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above all the nations
of the earth" (Deuteronomy 28: 1 ) . Here is the promise of the blessing,
if the children of Israel live up to the promises by being obedient to
God. Then in the verses that follow, 2-14, there is a list of blessings
and commandments placed before us. Verse 15 contains most solemn
words spoken by God to I srael. "But it shall come to pass, if thou
wilt not hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to do
all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this
day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee"
(Deuteronomy 28: 15) . Following this verse, the curses are enumerated
which threa ten ed Israel if they disobeyed God's voice. As an example,
one of these is found in Deuteronomy 28:37 , "And thou shalt become
an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword , among all the nations
whither the Lord shall lead thee."
As one looks through the past centuries, you have a r eal descrip
tion of the Jewish people. The prophet Ezekiel goes a bit furth er
when he prophesies, " Moreover I will make th ee waste , and a
reproach among the nations that are round about thee, in the
sight of all that pass by. So it shall be a reproach and a taunt, an
instruction and an astonishment unto the nations that are round about
thee, when I shall execute judgements in thee in anger and in fury
nnd in furiou s rebukes. I the Lord have spoken it" ( Ezekiel 5:14-15).
Have any people ever suffered like the Jewish people? The intensity
and the duration of their persecutions have b een most marked through
h istory's pages. Their sin against the Lord, as His specially chosen
people, has caused them to bear a sore burd en in the world. And these
are just a few of the many prophecies concerning th e relationship of
Israel and th e promises of blessing and rebuke.

This problem of Palestine in modern times has largely been cen
tered around the terms of the famous " Balfour Declaration." You
remember, Lord Balfour, the British Foreign Secretary in 1917, sent
that document, now known as th e Balfour D eclara tion, to Lord Roths
child. A portion of it states, " His Majesty 's government vi ews with
favor the establishment in the land of Palestine of a national home
for Jewish people, and will use its best endeavors to facilitate the
achievement of this object, it being understood that nothing shall ever
be done to prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non
Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status
enjoyed by the Jews in any other country of the wor ld. " When this
statement wa s made public, some Britishers viewed the declaration
as a betrayal of Britain's promises to th e Ara bian peopl e. Others, such
as Winston Churchill, who was then the Colonial Secretary of the
British Empire, h elped to modify it by saying that th e declaration
did not propose to make the whole of Palestine as a national home for
the Jewish people.
The League of Nations, which, of course, is now non-existent, gave
the mandate over Palestine to Great Britain. The United States was
party to a treaty with Great Britain which recognized historical
Jewish rights in the land of Palestine. Then came Britain's famous
" White Paper" issued in th e year 1939. It was a pronouncem ent which
Winston Churchill called "a breach of trust a nd a real calamity
indeed." The "White Paper " proposed that an independent Palestinian
state be form ed within ten years, the government of which was to be
mutually shared by Jew and Arab . During th e first fiv e years of that
ten-yea r p eriod, Jewi sh immigration would be r estricted to 75,000
immigrants every year. Thereafter the on e desiring entrance to
Pales tine must gain Arabian approval.

is an amazing littl e land of but approximately 12,000
square miles. It is not only the geographical center of the world,
but also is the focal point of the world's attention. Palestine is often
the focal center of th e news. Men and nation s struggle vainly to solve
the many and varied problems connected with events in that little
land.

I remember quite well when the Anglo-American Cabinet Com
mittee in London r ecommended the partitioning and the federaliza
tion of the land of Palestine. Previous to that time, this Anglo-Ameri
ca n committee of inquiry had asked that one hundred thousa nd Jews
be granted entrance into Palestin e. This was h eld up in hope that
th e n ew federalization scheme would find acceptance with all of the
groups involved. This new plan was greeted with disapproval by both
l ea ding Jews and Arabs alike. The plan was to divide Palestine into
three sections: Jewish, Arabian, and British. The Jews were to be
given 15 per cent of Palestin e, the Arabs 40 p er cent and the central
government , Great Britain, wou l d retain the remaining 45 per cent.
The Jewish section would include rich farming lands in the plains
of Sharon. Most of the Arab sector would include hill country which
might well be utilized as pasture land. The British would retain Jeru
sa lem and Bethlehem.
Loud protests were heard from both sides. Zionists claimed that
it wa s an insufficient territorial grant. The Arabs on the other
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h and claim ed th at the whole of P a l estine from time immemorial
actua lly belonged to them. The Jew s and the Arabs refused to talk
it through , Palestine then , and now, is a political "football." Bible
teach er s and politician s h ave spoken w ell when they declared tha t
ver y few n a tions of th e world desire the dubious honor of r efereeing
this gam e of politics in th e world. London approved the r ecommend a
tion of the joint An glo-Ameri can experts, but the United N a tions
offici ally rejected the full plan to partition P a l estine. The Arab w as
motiva ted by a fan a ti ca l r eligious zeal. H e w as driven by th e jealousy
of the Jewish industria l a nd a gricultural success. H e wa s d etermined
tha t P a l estine should n ever , n ever b ecom e a Jewish state; that thi s
l and should continue to b e dominated by Moslem influen ce. H e laid
claim to th e l and upon the b asis of priority and stood r eady to defend
the cla ims with every drop of Moslem blood .

Mea ntime, the Ar a b armies m arch ed fr om Syria, Egypt and Tran s
Jorda n . T h ese fo rces w ere locked in agoni zing mor ta l comba t . They
struggl ed for m astery until a truce was fin a lly declared. It was h oped
tha t an end might be brought to t h e tragic bloodsh ed of the Holy
Land . Year s l a ter, howe ver , th e w ar broke out again.

U nited Na ti on s Council voted 33 to 13 in favor of pa rtitionin g
the land of Palestine on November 29, 1947. N a turally, the vote
a roused both the Ara b and th e Jewish worlds . In a matter of time
Brita in m oved h er forces out of th e l and of P a l estine. The sta te of
Isr ael w as esta blished. The U nited Sta tes r ecognized the country
poli ticall y and in every other w ay. It w as a m a rvelous mom ent for
p eople of I sr ael.

A s a fu r ther revi ew , hi story sh ow s tha t , on November 5, 1914, th e
empire of whi ch P a l estine w as then a p art, declar ed w a r on th e Alli ed
n a tions in W orld W ar 1. On November 3, 1917, the Balfour D eclara ti on
w as propaga ted by the British empire. On D ecember 11 , 1917, Gen eral
Allenb y entered Jerusa lem a t the h ea d of a victorious a lli ed a rmy .
F rom 1917 to 1920 ther e w as a British milita ry administ ra tion in the
l and of P a l estine. On Ap ril 25, 1920 Grea t Brita in r eceived the m an 
date to rule over th e P a l estinian section of the world . On August 10,
1920, Turkey r en ounced sovereignty over the land of P a l estine. On
June 3, 1922, the Churchill-White p ap er w as issued by th e British
governm ent . T h en on June 30, 1922, th e U nited Stat es Con gr ess
adopted a joint r esolution favoring the establishm ent in the l and of
P al estine of a n a tion al home for the Jewish p eople. On September
29, 1923, th e m a n da t e, ra tified Jun e 24, 1922 b y the Leagu e of Na tions
ca m e officially into force. On M ay 17, 1939, the British "White P a p er"
on the P a l estine problem w as issu ed . It fo rbad e immigration into
P a lestin e after fiv e years. On D ecember 10, 1945, the Anglo-Am erica n
committee of in quiry was establish ed to wor k out the problem s of
the l and of P a l estine. On April 30, 1946, the r eport of the An glo
American Committee of inquiry was issu ed. On Apr il 2, 1947, the
P a lestine p robl em w as p l aced befor e th e U nited N a tions b y the
Briti sh E mpire. T h en on M ay 13, 1947, the U nited N a tion s Special
Committee on P al estine w as establi sh ed. On Augu st 13, 1947, the
r eport of th e Commi ttee was completed, the m a jority r ecomm ending
the p artiti on . November 29, 1947, the U nited Na ti on s Gen era l Assem 
bly voted 33 to 13 for the p artitioning of Pa l es tine.
It is too much to beli eve th a t the n ations of the world ar e not
inter ested in this little l and which is n o l a r ger th an the sta te of
Vermon t. Much h as been sa id a nd written of th e trem endou s wea lth
of the D ea d Sea . In fac t, the a ttention of m an h as been drawn primar
ily to th at in stea d of b e in g focused upon th e real reason for the world 's
interest in Palestine.
T hi s country h as a va lue to the n ation s of th e world great er th an
that of its comm erce and econ om y . The l and is first, l ast and always,
of stra tegic militar y importan ce. We n eed t o keep th a t in mind . To
control E urope or Asia or both, a ny would- be conqueror must first
control the Middle Eas t. The h eart of the Middle East is in th e l and
of P a l estine. This is of gr ea ter importan ce than a ll the oil tha t flow s
throu gh the pipelines and a ll th e miner a ls tha t mi ght be extracted
from the D ea d Sea . The oil of Pa l estine h as b een a rea l prize as n a
tion aft er n a ti on of a ntiquity struggled for its ri ch est possession.
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So i t wa s tha t the Jew , too, w as denied the ri ght to use his m ethod
of establishing this Jewi sh sta te. The Zionists hoped tha t by m ean s
of a pacifistic, ca lm deliber a tion the l and would b e transform ed into
a n ationa l hom e for them. They put the ir trust, not in the living God,
n ot in the God of their fath ers, but in the god s made by their own
h and s, the god s of politica l, economic and socia l for ces in th e world .
Other Jews w er e willing to w a it for the slow-moving political machin
er y of the Zionists to fulfill their hopes and dream s. By u sing force
and terrori sm they hoped ther eby to intimid a te the British empire and
an y other power inter ested in the l and of P a l estine. A s history flow ed
on, in the course of events, the United N ations r ecogni zed the demand s
of Jewi sh p eople around the world and p a rtition ed the land, ca rving
out of Palestine a Jewish sta te. In tha t Jewish sta te of Israel th er e w er e
to be 397,000 Arab s and 538,000 Jew s. In the Arab state ther e w er e
to be 804,000 Arab s and only 10,000 Jew s. ( Incidentally, Jerusa lem
then h a d 105,000 Ara bs a nd 100,000 J ew s) . The decision of November
29, 1947 was by no m ean s a unanimous decision . T h e Council voted
33 to 13 in fa vor of p a rtitioning th e land of Pal estine. Future confla
gr a tion s are appa r ent.
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Palestin e proved h er importan ce, from the military point of vi ew,
in World Wars I a nd II. Voices h ave b een raised throughout the cen 
turies, proclaiming loudly th eir individual rights to thi s particular
little country. Nations a r e " jockeying" for power. The present state
of the land is questioned by many p eople today . Moscow, London,
and Wa shington certainly do not h a ve the key to this age-old puzzle .
Only the Bible, the i nfallible Word of God, h as the a n sw er to th e
problem. God wrote the answer thousands of years in advan ce.
M en and n a tions n eed to h ear the problem as God presents it to
us out of th e Bible itself.
Isra el was to be dispersed b eca u se of h er sin. God said , " I am going
to send you, and carry you awa y into captivity from which you ar e
not going to come back until you have b een judged and chasten ed
because of your sin. " Someone has w ell said that the four chapters
of Ezekiel 36 to 39 present a gr eat moving picture of th e land of
Isra el in the pa st, present and futur e. Israel past was idolatrous and
disobedient to the Lord. Isra el present is scatter ed among the nations
and cha stised because of its sin. Israel in the future i s r estored and
blessed durin g the kingdom rule of Jesus Christ, their Messiah and
King.

Message Six
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h eart wh er ewith thou sh alt fea r, and fo r the sight of thine
eyes which thou shalt see" (D euteronom y 28 : 64, 67 ) . This portion
of the Word of God might easily b e clipped from a n y of our current
n ewspapers of a few years ago b ecau se of th e hi story of our presen t
gen eration.
But wha t about the futur e r estoration of the p eople of Israel?
W e n eed to r em ember that Goel has spoken . " Ther efor e say unto the
house of Isra el, Thus saith the Lord God .. . I will take y ou fr om
a mong the h ea th en and gather you out of all countri es, and will
bring you into your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon
y ou, and ye sh all be clean : from all your filthin ess, and from all y our
idols, will I clean se y ou. A n ew h eart also will I give you, and a n ew
spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony h eart
out of your flesh, and I will give you an h eart of flesh.
And I will put
m y spirit within y ou, and cau se y ou to w alk in my statutes, a nd ye
shall keep m y judgm ents, and do th em. And ye sh all dwell in th e
land that I gave to your fath ers; and ye shall be my p eople, and I will
b e your God" (Ezekiel 36: 24-28 ) .
Here is th e futur e of the p eople of I sra el. Centuries a ft er Ezekiel
had lived, the Apostle P a ul in Rom an s 11: 1 r aised the question, " Hath
God cast away hi s people?" Und er the g uid a n ce and inspira tion of th e
H oly Spirit, Paul answer ed hi s own question. " God hath not cast
a w a y his p eople which h e for eknew. " Even though they w er e scattered
a mong all the n ations of the world, God h as not forgotten His own
earthly p eople. Not only did H e say H e would not ca st away His own
p eople, but H e al so sa id that H e would give th em a n ew h eart. H ere
is som ething tha t should give u s r eal comfort. Th e stony h eart of
Israel, as a n a tion, which h a s withstood the g raciou s preaching of the
Lord for so long, is to be r eplaced. In its stead is to be a God-given
h ea rt of spiritu a l flesh . What does thi s m ea n ?

36-39 w e r ead that Isrncl would he disper sed among th e
nations. What an indictment to be brought against the earthly
people of God! At least on three distinct occa sions God says in E zekiel
36: 1-23, tha t Isra el had profaned Hi s Hol y N a m e. Furth ermore, God
r emind s Hi s a postate p eople that for Hi s n a m e's sak e H e will r estore
Isra el, tha t the nations may know that H e is th e Lord.
Let us go b ack to the histori cal se tting in mod ern hi story to get th e
r eason why these terrible things h a ve happen ed to the p eople of Israel.
Why did God tell E zekiel that H e would sca tter Hi s own p eople?
To b e sure, God m ea nt exactly w h a t H e h ad said. It h as b een stated
on good authority that there is not a nook or cranny on the face of
the whole world wher e th e J ewish people are not to be found . For
hundreds of yea r s Israel h ad tried the p a ti en ce of her lon g-s ufferin g
God. It would be w ell for u s to r ea d the books of Moses from Gen esis
to D euteronomy and th ere see the many fa ilures and in cessant mur
murin gs of th e p eople of Isra el. These cam e even when God w as lead
ing th em out of the land of Egypt into a promised country . "And th e
Lord sh all scatter th em amon g all p eople, from the one end of th e
earth even unto the ot h er ; and there thou shalt serve oth er god s. In
th e morning thou sh a lt say, Would God it w er e even! and a t even
thou sh alt say, W ould God it w er e morning! for th e fear of thine

God t ells Hi s p eople furth er that H e will bring them into their
own land . In that futur e day, of which the proph e t E zekiel is writing,
the Lord will lead Isra el into the land of Palestin e. H e declar es
that the " w astes" would be build ed . This 36th chapter of Ezeki el
declares, " I will call for the corn, and will increase it, and la y
no famin e upon you . And I will multiply the fruit of the tree,
and the incr ease of the fi eld ... I will also ca u se you to dwell in the
cities, and the wa stes [places] shall be build ed. And the d esolate land
sh all be tilled , wh er eas it lay desolate in th e sight of all that pa ssed
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N Ezekiel

I think the words of Dr . Loui s T. T albot are very appropria te at
this particular point, " God is going to re-fa shion the J ewish chara cter.
In the place of other things, H e will give them the ch ar acteristics of
which H e Himself will d efinitel y approve. His H oly Spirit will rule
within them and , when thi s h as com e t o p ass, th ey will serve the Lord
in th eir own h ea rts. They will believe in the Lord Jesus Christ ."

by. And they shall say, This la nd that was desolate is b ecom e like
the garden of Eden; and the waste and the d esolate and ruined cities
are become fenced, and are inhabited . .. So shall the waste cities
b e fill ed with flocks of m en: and they shall know that I am the Lord"
(Ezekiel 36:29-38). All of this is coming to pa ss in a remarkable way
b efore our very eyes in this present generation.
For more than 1800 years, Isra el languished, suffered and strug
gled in the land . Exiled Jews have died in bondage far away from
home, leaving m emories of Jerusalem and the land to b e passed on
from generation to generation." Thus, the oft-repeated phrase, " Soon,
oh Soon we shall b e in Jerusal em ," becam e not only a hope, but also
a "Holy Grail" to the J ewish p eople. It was to b e obtained only
through faith and the promises of the Lord in bringing them back
to the land of promise. God had warned the prophets that Isra el would
scatter " like the corn is sifted in a sieve." From the time of the destruc
tion of the temple in 70 A .D. under Titus, the Roman conqueror, this
sifting has gone on until one can scarcely find a land without its
Jewish community. Isra el longs, and the world longs for h er, to be
back in the land of Palestine again. W e ought to rejoice as we recog
nize that God h as spoken and His prophetic Word is indeed b eing
brought to pass.

Message Seven
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WE STUDY the intensely interesting prophecy of Ezekiel, we find
a most remarkable situation recorded in chapter 37, following
the statements of the 36th. This chapter opens with a strange vision
which God gave to the prophet. Dr. Talbot has aptly r evealed that
it was interpreted by God Himself as picturing the national resu r
gence of the people of Israel. This intensely dramatic scene made an
indelible impression upon the prophet's mind . V erses 1 and 2: " The
hand of the Lord w as upon m e, and carried m e out in the spirit of
the Lord, and set m e down in the midst of the valley which was full
of bones, and caused m e to pass by them round about: and, b ehold ,
there w ere very m a n y in th e open valley ; a nd, lo, they were very
dry" (Ezeki el 37: 1, 2) .

H er e the prophet looks upon this valley filled with the bones of
human skeletons, bleached and dry. The horrible desolation of the
scene must have caused him to wonder what m essage God had for
him in such a strange sight. Ezekiel was at a loss to know what
m essage God m eant by such a vision. Humanly speaking, th ere w as
not even the slightest possibility of brin ging life to su ch a dismal
scen e. The prophet decla r ed, " Oh Lord God, thou knowest ." Yes, God
knew. Notice the interesting words God ga ve to Ezekiel the prophet,
M

" Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them , O ye dry bones, h ear
the word of the Lord. Thus saith the Lord God unto these bones:
Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live: and
I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye
shall know that I am the Lord" ( Ezekiel 37:4-6).
This was indeed a strange audience to which a man was to bring
such a prophecy. Yet faithful Ezekiel obeys the Lord and prophesies
to this valley filled with dry and bleaching bones. Then a miracle
takes place: the bones came together. " So I prophesied as I was com
manded : and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and b ehold a shaking,
and the bones ca me together, bone to hi s bone. And when I beheld,
lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered
them above: but ther e was no brea th in them " ( Ezeki el 37: 7, 8 ). As
the prophet looks out upon the valley fill ed with dry bones, h e speaks;
and as Ezekiel speaks, there is a noise, a shaking, and the bones come
together. Yet there is no breath in them at all. However, as we come
to verses 9 and 10, it is to learn that God brea thed the breath of life
into this great people. " Thus saith the Lord God; Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.
So I prophesied as h e commanded me, and the breath came into them,
and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great
army." What a sight to behold! The prophet must have wondered at
the meaning of such a strange, miraculous thing.
However, God did not leave Ezekiel in doubt, for immediately H e
ga ve the interpreta tion of the vision. This com es in Ezekiel 37: 11-14.
The vision of Ezekiel is a picture of the r esurgence and coming again
into Palestine of the nation of Isra el. God's explanation is absolutely
unmistakable. H e t ells Ezekiel that the bones r epresented the whole
house of Israel; the graves are the n ations of the world in which Israel
has been buried nationally. The day will come when God will r estore
His ancient p eople to their own land of Palestine again. For a long
period of the world's history, the oppressed J ew has b een crying out,
" Our bones a r e dried; our hope is lost; w e are cut off from our parts."
The Lord's m essage for His own people is: "Behold , O my p eople,
I will open your graves, and ca use you to com e up out of your graves,
and bring you into the land of Isra el. And shall put my spirit in
you , and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own land : then
shall ye know that I the Lord have spoken it, and performed it, saith
th e Lord" (Ezekiel 3 7: 12, 14) .
This vision of the r estoration of the d esolate nation of Isra el does
not r epresent, as some people think, a physica l resurrection or a second
chance for an individual after life is over. This is contrary to the
positive t eachings throughout the Word of God. What a m an does with
the Lord J esus Christ in this life forever determines the destiny of
his n ever-dying soul. But this 37th ch a pter of Ezekiel is th e prophecy
15

of a national r esurgen ce on the part of Isra el. In the future they will
h ea d the nations of th e world . " Flesh" and "skin" represent what you
and I are witnessing today in the movem ent of the Jewish people in
immigration into the land of Palestine. Reports indicate that today
there are literally more than a million and a half Jews in th e land of
Palestine. But they are going back in unbelief, as far as the Lord
Jesus Christ is concerned. As a n a tion they still r eject their M essiah,
the only Saviour, Jesus Christ ; they are dea d in trespasses a nd sins.
The Zionist movem ent was " prodigal" and " national" but not spirit
ual. It is but preparatory to th e tim e when the breath of God will be
given to Israel as a n a tion. It is, you see, spiritual breath that Isra el
might be " living unto the Lord. " Zechariah for etold that wonderful
day. "They shall look upon m e whom they have pierced. " " In that
day there shall b e a fountain opened to the house of David and to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for unclea nness" (Z echariah 12 :
10, 13: 1). The Zionist movem ent began in 1896. Since that day
r evolutionary changes have taken place in the land of Palestine.
Today w e can hardly believe what we see in th e production, fertility,
b eauty and population of th e Jewish portion of th e land. The incr ease
of the early and the latter rains upon th e l a nd of Palestin e is another
latter-day miracle. Industria l progress in th e Jewish sector of Israel
is a tremendous thing and is seen on every hand. Unmistakably, the
valley of dry bon es is coming to geth e r agai n.

Message Eight
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of th e most thrilling aspects of thi s gen eration is that we are
seeing with our own eyes the fulfillm ent of God's prophecy
concerning the nation of Israel. We r ea d in the prophetic Scriptures:
" I will bring thy seed from th e east , a nd ga th er th ee from th e w est ;
I will say to the north, Give up ; and to th e south, Keep not ba ck"
( Isaiah 43: 5, 6 ) . I have b een thrilled to note that Dr. William Hull
has published a book recently, entitled, " Israel, Key to Prophecy,"
in which h e ca lls attention to an old truth known by many of us for
some tim e, that Isa iah 43: 5-6 revea ls the points of th e compass from
which Isra el will com e to th e l and. It is a book worth reading!
NE

Now, l e t us look at th e phra se, " I will bring thy seed from th e
ca st ." Old T estam ent scholars repea tedly tell u s that east of the land
of Palestine, Jewish communities had existed for millennium s of time.
Ther e was no limit to th e extent of the p en etration of J ewish tra ders
into all known t erritory throughout th e centuries . Baby lon, whi ch
contained th e first Jew ish community in the East, was but the for e
runner of many other such settlenwnts to the ends of the world .
Jewish communities in Afghanistan, Malaya, China and other eastern
16

l ands w ere chi efly the r esult of a search th ese people had m a de for
trade and subsequent settlement. In th e East the Jews suffered much
less than their brethren in Europe . Yet they too longed for the days
when their nation would be gathered home again in the state of Israel.
When Israel w as established as a n a tion, the Jews started to stream
back to their l and from each eastern country. From far-off China thou
sands were flown in or ca m e by ship. Th e majority of these Jews had
come to Chin a originally as refugees from Nazism and Communism.
For them the open door of Isra el wa s really providentia l. Jews from
India, often lookin g more India n than Jewish, immigrated to Palestine.
In 1948, at the tim e of the Arab-Jewish war, there w er e about 135,000
Jews in Bagdad a nd adjacent a r eas in Iraq. A s Zionism began to
develop, resulting in an increased immigration of Jewish p eople into
Pal estin e, and a parallel in Arab opposition, the lot of th e Jews in
Arab countries beca m e very difficult. The Jewish p eople in Bagdad,
after the second world war, were increasingly afraid to show interes t
in any on e who came from the city of Jerusalem. During this time
the Jewish position in the land of Iraq becam e critical. With the sign
ing of th e armisti ce between Israel a nd the grea ter number of Arab
nations, the Jews of the land of Iraq petitioned th e government to be
allowed to return to the land of Isra el again. The answer of the
government of Ira q was to pass a la w fr eezing all of th e assets possessed
by the Jew s who lived in Iraq. Among the Bagdanian Jews were those
who had gr ea t wealth. It is estima ted that the total property sei zed by
Iraq Arabs from th e Jewish p eople amounted to fiv e hundred million
dollars. P ermission wa s then gra nted to the Jews to l eave the country
if they would r enoun ce their Iraqi citizenship a nd promi se n ever to
return again. Not sa tisfied with having seized the property, home,
businesses, bank accounts, stocks and bond s of the Jews, th e Iraqi
government sear ch ed each one of th e individual Jews at the airport.
P ens, watch es, jew elry, currency, clothing and anything of valu e were
taken from them.
So the Jews from th e land of lra q arrived in the land of Palestine
absolutely destitute. For months these immigrants a rrived a t th e rate
of 1,000 a day. They had to be provid ed with every n ecessity of life .
Rich or poor, th e Jew s who ca m e from the East w er e gathered ba ck ;
God 's prophecy h a d once more proved itself to be the infallible,
truthful and wonderful Word . No one will deny that the Jewish
people are scattered from on e end of the world to the oth er, and they
"do dwell alone and are not r eckoned among the nations. " There are
British Jews, Germ a n Jews, Italian Jew s, American Jews, but they
still r emain J ews by keeping their nation al identity .
Do you know that a small company of Jews ha s been discover ed
in the south-western part of Chin a? They are n early 300 in number.
Evidently they went ther e durin g the r eign of on e of the Medo
P ersian kings who in va ded Chin a ba ck in th e days of Queen Esther.
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These people kept their traditions throughout the centuries. There are
also Algerian Jews who have constantly kept up their religious ritual
through the years. Back as early as 1928, on an island in New Guinea
in the South Seas, natives were discover ed to have the characteristic
features of the Jew. The moral standards were high, as if they under
stood the teachings of the Old Testament. There are Jews in Africa
who are colored, yet they are Jews because of nationality and religious
custom. These are the Gypsies of the world . Certainly in a future
day there will b e a flood-tide of those returning to the land of promise.

Message Nine
consider God's promise that the Jews would also return
N ow,to thelet'sland
of promise from the West. In this prophecy, a differ
ent word is used for the gathering from each point of the compass.
Thus far in referring to the East, the Hebrew "Avi" is used, which
means " I will bring. " This suggests there was no resistance or hin
drance in this gathering, and there has never been any in the
ingathering from the East.
However, for the W est, God employs another Hebrew word
which means " I will collect," or " I will assemble." The West con
tained 30 times as many Jews as the East. Yet the ingathering from
the West has not been in proportion to that of the East. So we have
th e coming from the East indicated by a sweeping ingathering, but
from the West a "collecting, " indicating a selective ingathering. This
is exactly the way it happen ed. From the West has come a handful
h ere and a few ther e. West of the land of Palestine the largest center
of Jewish life is h er e in the United States. In fact, this country with
over 5,000,000 J ews, has the largest Jewish community in all the
world, far exceeding the number of Jews even in the state of Israel.
One would expect the Jewish immigration from the United States to
be a larger one, but this is not the case. In a four-and-a-half year
period, during which time the population of Israel more than doubled,
the United States contributed only six p ercent of the total immigrants
to the " land of milk and honey," whereas 23 percent ca me from lands
adjacent to the East.
Now let us look again at Isaiah 43:5 and 6: "I will say to the north,
Give up; and to the south, Keep not back." From our news-magazines
w e were told that the situation in the North was different from that
of the rest of the world. Hitler's activity covered much of that area.
By 1945, there were 6,000,000 less Jews for God to bring to Israel
from the North because of gas chambers and concentration camps.
With the gates of Isra el open, the surviving remnants were on their
way to Israel. The nations of Europe, torn by war, permitted the Jews
18

to leave. But Russia, with the second largest body of Jews in the
world, would not give up the Jewish p eople within her borders.
Anticipating this, Isaiah gave interesting advance prophetic state
ments concerning the North. He said, "I will say to the north, Give
up ." The H ebrew word expression used here is in the imperative.
It simply m eans, " Give me." It is a command. Today more than
2,000,000 Jews remain either willingly or unwillingly in the land
of Russia. Indica tions are that when God compels Russia to open
h er doors for the J ewish people to leave, the majority of them will
take advantage of this wonderful opportunity and move into the
new state of Israel. It may well be that very soon the population of
Israel will again be doubled, this time by an influx of Russian
Jews. It is doubtful that they will be permitted to bring very
much with them from that Communist-dominated land. Likely it
will b e a repetition of the Arab treatment. In any case, more homes,
schools, factories, and fields will be n eeded in the land of Israel.
More American-Jewish dollars will b e n ecessary to provide these
things.
Then notice what happens when w e turn our eyes toward the
south of the land of Palestine. Another interesting word is brought
to our attention. " I will say to the south, Keep not back." The
H ebrew word h er e is literally, "Do not restrain," or " Do not hold
back. " This is also in the imperative, clearly and definitely a com
mand. It indicates that ther e is a condition in the South which is
unfavorable to the Jews . It also shows that God will lift any r estrain
ing hand that might b e laid upon them. In the case of other points
of the compass, the prophet of the Lord simply specifies the East,
West and North, in that order.
But when h e comes to the South, another point of the compass of
the world, h e does not mention the direction at all. The English trans
lation has obscured this interesting fact by substituting the word
"south. " However, Dr. Hull tells us, that the Hebrew uses a word
which is the H ebrew name of the country called in the English,
" Yemen ." This is a southern country in the southwest part of the
Arabian p eninsula. In order to appreciate fully how realistic was the
fulfillment of this prophecy one must know something of the back
ground of th e Jews in Yemen. They were a very remarkable com
munity. While there is no definite historical record of th e time when
the Jews went to that land, tradition places the time from 42 years
b efore the destruction of the first temple to as late as the first or
second century after Christ.
One story is tha t a large Jewish army had gone on an expedition
into Arabia before the destruction of Solomon's temple. They captured
the capital city of Yemen and remained in the land. Later, when Ezra
r eturned to Jerusalem to build again the second temple, h e sent
word for th em to come back to the land of Israel and help in the work.
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The Yemenite Jews, however, refused to return, fearing that they
might share the fate of the first ones. In the fifth century after
Christ the King accepted Judaism as the religion of the land. Himyar
was the last King to reign ind ependently ; he was a J ew. After this,
the Ethiopians ruled the land; then the Persians before the coming
of the Mohammedans early in the eighth century. Under their rule
these Jews became second-class citi zens. Privileges were taken away
from them. One restriction was that a Jew cou ld not ride a beast of
burden for it would raise him high er than a Moslem. H e must not
raise his voice before him; h e must pay a specia l h ead tax and live
in what we call a "ghetto." The Jew was regarded as unclean by the
Moslems. He had to rise before a Moslem; he was forced to greet
him first a nd always to walk on his left-hand side. Special dress was
required for a Jew so that h e cou ld not con ceal hi s identity. He had
no l egal protection at all and a Jewish child left an orphan was
immediately t aken from the Jews
and reared a Mohammedan. Up
to the time of their departure for th e land of Palestine, it was forbidden
Jews to ever leave the country . Any who were a ble to escape were
unable to take with them any property or even their personal
belongings.
Unbelievable restrictions and physical deprivations w ere imposed
upon these poor people. Yet, from this land will be released the chosen
of God.

Turks at the end of the first world war. lt became an independent
nation. But restrictions on the Jews became increasingly harsh. Their
lot was little better than that of slaves. Something suddenly stirred
w ithin them and from over 800 different points in Yemen cities,
towns and villages, the Jews began to move toward the Gulf of
Aden. God said in His Word, " Keep not back!" This was a command.
With the whole Arab world arrayed against the Jews waiting their
chance to annihilate Israel, here was the spectacle of an Arab king
permitting the Jews to leave his kingdom freely and to return to the
land of their ancestors.
Many died on the way from hardships of the journey. Some who
had managed to escape from Yemen made their way to a place
called Aden. There, due to Arab restrictions the ports had been
closed to them. Aden offered the only hope of getting to the Holy
Land. Under the strict immigration policy of the British "White
Paper" on P alestine (1939), exit from this port was also barred to
the Yemenite Jew. As a result, these refugees grew to a sizable
colony of some 4,000 or more. A refugee camp had to be established
near the city of Aden. At times, as many as 13,000 Jews were huddled
together in this barren wind-blown desert camp near Aden.

tim e of the fin al departure of the Jews, their average adult
weight was about 80 pounds. Yet, in spite of hardships, these
Yemenite Jews remained a likable and patient people. They were
al ways religious and clung closely to the Torah, in spite of restrictions
and difficulties imposed upon them. Their study of the law was hin 
dered by a shortage of schools; there were no printing presses and
all their Old Testament Scriptures were inscribed on parchment.
The Yemenite Jews would gather around the scroll and read it from
whatever angle they saw it at the particular moment. Thus, they
learned to read not only from right to left as Hebrew is written, but
also with the scroll upside down, right side up, left, right and back
ward. That requires special adaptability, and God h ad given it to
these Yemenite J ews. The strange reading ability has b een filtering
out into the presses of the world. People, for the first time, have
been learning about these interesting traits.
More than once the Yemenites thought tha t the time had come
for th eir deliverance, only to be disappointed when the claims of the
impostors were proven to be fa lse. The country was taken from the

An account that sounds Biblical tells how a spontaneous movement
started among the Yemenite Jews. It is contained in a letter which
was written by one of the refugees. " We lived in exile, waiting for
the redemption to come; and did not know that it would come. There
was one who sent to the capital and he returned with tidings, 'There
is a state in the land of Israel, a new state; and we knew not whether
his tidings were true. Several days passed without a voice and without
a sign. During the last year rumors increased. The men kept coming
from afa r and saying, 'There is a king and there is leadership now in
Israel.' Afterwards they said, 'There is an army in Israel, an army
of h eroes.' Finally they ca m e and said, 'There is war in Israel.' We
remained in exile and knew n ot whether the tidings were really true,
hoping for the redempiton but the spirit was very, very impatient.
We rejected the exile . It was as though the Spirit of God rose within
us and said , 'Come, let us go up to the land of Israel.' Then, now
again, we ask, 'Is there news of the redemption? They said to us,
'Wait, for the vision is yet for the appointed time.' Twice this year
came the tidings that the redemption was near. Many sold their
possessions and set out upon their way. Only the third time everybody
left wi th the permission of the king. We were already prepared, many
with their possessions rolled up in sacks, waiting for the sign, but
there was none. And upon a day came a letter saying, 'Arise, brothers,
and arouse yourselves ; the proper hour has come. Our country awaits
its sons and daughters for its redemption and yours are raising its
ruins and settling its waste places. Delay not nor lose the proper
hour lest you be late. Dare to go up at once and do not leave behind
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you the ancient culture in writing or even the clothing.' We sold our
houses and our possessions without money. We left our synagogues to
the Gentiles. We came to the synagogues and we performed a memor
ial service for the dead. We read and we prayed for pardon and for
giveness for we knew the land of Israel atones for all sins and our
fathers would forgive us for we w ere on the way. We would come
shortly into the great land of promise. " So ends this striking account
of the flight from the South, from Yemen, into Palestine.

The return of the Yemenite Jews, as well as those from eastern,
western and northern lands, has brought great problems to the
re-established nation of Israel. In spite of Arab hostility on every side,
each year has seen improvement in all aspects of life in the new
state of Israel. Thousands of acres of land- are no longer in short
supply. Thousands of homes have been built; many new towns and
settlements h ave been established. Many new factories have been
built. Soon it may be expected that the value of exports will balance
off import requirements. All of this has been accomplished in spite
of the Arab economic boycott against the people of Israel. Oil is now
being produced in the land of Israel which will make it independent
of the Arabian oil supplies blocked to Israel by Arab enmity.

Message Eleven

The Bible speaks of a war between Israel and Egypt (Isaiah 19: 17,
18 ) . Here we learn that the Egyptians will be in fear of the Jews and
that five cities of Egypt will speak the language of Canaan. Several
years ago the Egyptians were in panic when attacked by the Jewish
people. This panic was evident in Sinai when the Egyptian officers
and men fled before the Israeli forces, and on the sea when the
Egyptian destroyer commander was instructed to sink his ship when
he was attacked by an Israelite. But the officers and men were too
panic-stricken to do so, and the Israeli navy captured the Egyptian
warship. Israeli soldiers brought back stories of parts of the Sinai
desert being littered with shoes when they fought against the Egyptian
soldiers. The soldiers of Egypt, you see, ran better without them.
Thousands of them threw away their shoes and ran barefoot, trying
to escape. Not one shell from the Egyptian destroyer ever landed on
Jewish soil or in any part of the land of Israel. Five towns in Sinai
fell to the Jewish forces, and here Hebrew was learned after many
centuries, in fulfillment of Isaiah 19: 17, 18. The quality and quantity
of military supplies that fell to the Jewish forces was fantastic.

T

actual exodus of the Jewish people from Yemen to the south
of Israel was not the result of Zionist propaganda. All these
refugees had received was a letter from Jerusalem telling of the setting
up of the state of Israel. The move was entirely spontaneous on the
part of the Yemenite Jews . They had heard too that a n ew David
(David Ben Gurion) was prime minister, now ruling in the city of
Jerusalem. When the time came, God made them to know that they
should leave; no other explanation could meet the actual circum
stances and facts. Not only did God make them to know that it was
time to leave but He put a desire and a determination in them to do
so. The mass move was under way, some were already in the refugee
camps in Aden before the authorities in Israel had even heard about it .
As soon as the facts were known, an airlift was organized. Large
planes, converted bombers, were flown to Aden. They contained not
seats, but benches, and 130 of the undersized Yemenite Jews could
be loaded into one plane. This experience was all new to the Yemen
ites. They were a primitive people; only a handful had ever seen a
plane before, or even an automobile. Everybody sat quietly, open
mouthed and breathless, as the plane was suddenly airborne. Then
the Yemenites smiled and exclaimed that God had promised, " They
shall mount up with wings as eagles." Here were the eagles' wings
they believed had been provided so that they could return to Mount
Zion. They felt sure it was time for the Messiah to come; perhaps
He awaited them in Israel. By September, 1950, the land of Yemen
was empty of all Jewish people. The magic carpet could now be
rolled up and the eagles could rest. The Lord had fulfilled His won
derful promise. Probably no other prophecy in the Bible has had
such an indisputable and unambiguous a fulfillment as this phrase,
"I will say to Yemen, Keep not back."
So completely, so fully, and so gloriously had God's Word been
fulfilled that those from the South now had kept not one back; the
land of Yemen was empty of Jews.
HE
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Now what of the future? Is Israel firmly established so that she
will never again be moved out of her land? Has Israel experienced the
last exile? In the dispersion a great change has taken place in many
countries. Several lands which have large Jewish populations are now
either empty of Jews or contain such small numbers that even syna
gogues no longer exist. Thus we see that Isaiah 43:5, 6 concerning the
regathering of Israel, cannot be fulfilled any further than that which
has already taken place. As rapidly as possible the Jews are now
beginning to stream back to Israel, a stream that one day will become
a flood. The Penteteuch cries the return of Israel, and the Prophets
echo the refrain, "Israel, Thou art my people-return to your land
of choice and selection."
I ask you the pertinent question, How soon will the coming of
the Lord Jesus Christ take place? And, my friend, are you ready to
meet Him?
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